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HE POLICE of your community are not a class
Tapart; they are plain and friendly people. This
happens to be the story of the Police Department of
Springfield, Massachusetts. But there are hundreds of
others like it all over America. Wherever you find

these men in blue, give them confidence and trust, for
they are the guardians of your safety and welfare.




Three times a day, as the shift changes, police patrols leave headquarters.

HIS IS A TYPICAL SCENE in a typical

American city—the police shift
is changing. These men, ordinary
citizens themselves, are setting forth
to guard other citizens from the
crime, carelessness, and mischief
that regularly tangle the everyday
affairs of a modern, thriving com-
munity. Where once a lone town
constable could handle Springfield’s
trifling crime problems, it now takes
302 officers, 125 auxiliary police,
and countless specialists to solve the
complex problems of maintaining
law and order.

Take the traffic problem. There
are 81,000 cars in Springfield, just
twice the number in 1937. To com-
pound the problem, as Traffic Spe-
cialist J. Albert Murphy says, “Our
streets were laid out by the Puri-
tans. They’re not wide enough—
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and don’t go far enough, either.”

Yet in this city that depends
heavily on trucking for divers
manufactures, there has not been a
traffic fatality among its 40,000
children since 1948. To achieve this
enviable record, Murphy and the
other 41 officers of the Springfield
Traffic Bureau have ceaselessly
studied charts, statistics, and re-
ports. They have worked up to 16
hours a day. They have inaugu-
rated and tested scores of safety
procedures. “But,” says Murphy,
“if you can keep hundreds of peo-
ple out of hospitals and morgues,
it’s all worth it.”

There is no vice squad in Spring-
field today. Its place has long since
been taken by the Crime Preven-
tion Bureau which has taken over,
the old duties of the vice squad but
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